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C'':J'iua !/Jalloway 
0 l9 :flemenfters {;ymheline 

·11.> { UlrtJl"t/ 1(M/kbvtt 

Clatlna Calloway. conscious o£ mortalit)·, territif'cl o( dta.1 h, 

her hair white from illness. glan<es inro ::i shop :as Jhc- goes ro buy 

no"·~ (or ht-r pirt)'. and l't'ads from a book spread open 1n the 
window di.,fll•»: 

f.cu no rnott rile' heat o· dv sun 

'\or the tUnous wmccr"s Ci&CS· 

Durint tht rue of rht )UOI! cby .n 1923 that V!!J:inia Wuol( 
,_, 10 11,.,. D.J'-wy. a.m..op;n-i again mnembtts d>tw 
liDcS from ::lat dJ«g't .C:W I~ in C,_J;Ja. fnr \i1rg1r11a 1lo'ool(. 

u ~ Sh•l"f)tart, dlt d1~ 15 boc!l a k..incnt ewer death ar.d a p~ 

ludc ro new hf"t. sunplt and stniigbooIWJid •"O"ls 1hu cx;>rr<• a 
complt'X, profound en.ah. 

Tht firlt foy, um.cs Clanssa chinks of Shllt-Spcarr's lint'S. 'he 

thinks ot thc:m u a statt'mC"ot of t't:dur.1n<.e alld reovtkuuion .... ·rll 
suirtd to rht s.tnse of l~ char affiiccs her 'il.'()t'!d ::ind hcnclt. -rhis 
l.;itt agt of thr worJd·s cxpcnence had bm! in chem all, aJI mca anJ 

\\'C)l'!'W'n, a ,.-ell or t.Qt'S, - she chink! as sht rtOliek. .. Te;i.n and sonow.s~ 
c:uu.n:~~ ind C'lldur•tl(C'; a per(Ktl}' upnght 2.nd S!f)lcal bcanng,'" 
Shot ttmtmbtn cht lines 3&..._.n \\•hen she ltt.."llS rhu ht-r hl.Dl.nd 
•i.; br lunct.tns ou.r and )caring her a.looe. &ad again 'htn I.ht sus 
SC"9"~ 1n bn' room. ~g her -('m()(iQftal sol1rudt. lottf ,.sr 
•">' t.~ or' hanl't'~ -Fear no men~ s::tyS the he:ut. ~1~ ut 
butdc:n to IOG'IC' 1CL •·hich si;;bs coUecri~ly b &I' sorrow., and 

~"I. ~J1M, C'OGt<tJ., k-u till.-
t.1,·r, dw d.:11..hoclcd "'tteran Sepcimus Wartt-n Smith, whom 

Vu;1nla \\o"oolf i.rmp.mcd as Ouisst"s double. retnf11W'be-r\ ~~ 

ix-. i.... .. ht """"" <he pn>op«t ~ h1$ d<2th by ....oci.. 
S.p<.Mu; dlool6 dtJ.th in flttk= to b<ing lor:ked •""1 in • 
met1tal hMpittl, where be •·ill ht focctd to yitld I.Ip ha auconomy, 

his .. ·hulc: JC'O.)( of l11n1stlf "'Fe:1r no more, uys the hettc in the 

body; fear no mort, he thjnks. The- narrator conunu", "He: wt1s 
nor Jr:iid 

Xc:ar tht encl of tbt' book. when Oa.ri5'2 remcmhrn d~ dirge 

)'Cl .,-in. 11 ~~ t0meth1ng very d!ffe-re.nL She ha heard ..txi4.lt 
Sry.citnui;'s k.Uetde from a gllt"'S( a.t her pany. Su \Villi.am BOOd\aw, 
thr psyduunst •bo had ~~ «> M-t him kl<kcd .away. 
A,paitcd. OUCtaj."t'd .. ckarh-, natl~ UlOU5icx on tht- mc.:al tnQlllph 

~ htt pony, silt "'I" into a link coam. wbm. >hr Gnd, hu«lf 
aio... •·11h brr r..o. ..,.i kW m. p•ny·s Sp(tndot ialhns '° m. 
tloor ~ .~ly btgins t0 ncagnut dm Sepcun.,.n.S dcadt wu 

a~ ol ~as 1ntq:r-.ty~ she 1:.ersclr ~ S]:>C'nt brr lik ta<.ri· 
ticin;: 1nr-c,,..~C)· 4lDd krtc- tOr tht ~of htr p:trtifl. '"A th1n,g thcrt 

wa.s that matttn:'d,~ sbt- chill.ks. not qoice ~hie co n11me what u as, 

1.lthougb she knows ir hzs, somedung co do with cht intcg.rity or the 

self. -rh1s ht bad pttsen"ed," she thinks. ''Dceth "'*' deliaott. 
Death w.u an a.tttmpc to rom.m.unicat~ .. And now, ha•nng ~­

t'Ullk tkuvgh Stpt imus s t"'X'.atn('lt hN rrrmr ol dcsth. she: l'C'rums 

ro htt part)', not an order ro rttamc hr:r role- u bo.tt"M l:M.at tu 6od 

the irioDcls whoo< io. .. sh< has .i-~rs ttf-.1. S..ly Snoa and p.,., 
Wabh "Tho )<IW'g ..,... ~ bllM h>rnodf. b..1 lilt .i..t ""' P"Y 

hom. silt du::lts. and odds. "Far no """" 11>. - ol di. sun. - Aod 
as sbr mu.ms ro br:r old ~n ..d a~ life. "'i.hr-~' somd:aas 

'ti} ~Jc, Mm-the!"""& nun ..-ho~ kollod b.:ru<U 
E'"'Ct)' grcu writtt bas undcntooC that edu.lc l00rt rtq\1.im a 

xnx ol the l;do.·ed"s moctallll Hoo>tr·, Od)»<,. prcftn Penelope 
to t~ 1mmorttl and Ear mo."t" ~uuful Cai)'P'IO, pudy bt'CaUSf: 
Calypso can nt'Vt:f need him but only dt11n: him. ,.tonalJ need each 
other's kJo.·e; immomls can m:uuge wirhouc ir. 

In horh Sha.ke>peMt and Virginia Woolf. what it true about 

mortalaC)· is also true about human imrerleuion. A<lulu ci&n only 
Love those whom they~ a.re imperfttc lil:e rhtmsdvcs. because 

without impe'fttc:tion the m.Jrm.1 foq;1W-'fteSi rt.: is at the bean ol 
love could OC'\"t':t occur. When Pettr Walsh chinb abc.M.i: 'lii ~t fOr 
Clarma. he also reminds hircJd( chltrl' dw- 11 ·nee Maur:JUI -ac ti~ 

thttt - nochiQg pi«umqut >boor brr; lilt ...,... wd mydung 
t"lxria..I)' clntt. • Bm. be cor.dodcs. ia d-.: I.conic '-'OCa.bulary of 
UUt' ~T. -d:iittt 1Jk •&J. ~C"TI; Ctl('ft dw ,. ... • 

lo conuur. Postin.mm insists, 1n Bond. extra'~' •vrds.. 
""' lmos= " monlly pnka_ md all 11>. hum ,i,., ht does •o htt 
ch.rou,gh his ~t with b<hirno issues fMm chm 1m1scroa". ~He- u 

final!) convinced of lmoger:s mol'lll 10pcrft.coon wbc:o Iachimo 

namrs her pht-.iatl in:pr,rfoction-o mol• ~.uh htr hr ..... ) 
Imogm is. in fact. morally petftct, but C'hac 1s .- t.d mOtl'"C fur lov­
ins htt, and Po$rhumU$ becomes worth) rfl n:pjn her on!)· when. 
he c~ himself to forgive her, even i( he i) m1n~kt'n 11.bOllt rile 
filulu ht' Jearns to f<>r-g ive. ·Patdon's rhe .,'Ord to all," says 
C)'mbtlioe in the fin:tl scene, and pardon can hr 1t1ven and acccix­

cJ ontr b>• chose: "'ho haYe feuned th."O(.l.Sh suitc:ring and trrot ro 
&ar oo mo:i:- the: Ot'at « c:he .>Ur'I 

EJ,,._Jf'J .\t~ u :.hr LMt/ Tnllf~ P""""',. 1bc H .... 1r1tia 11 

CJ.,,._ U•inni:y Ht is tbt J;~ ...,.,,tar t/ • ' H . . ~J m.;._ 

,,J,;,. .1;,,,, <{,\.Jo,·,""";/"' •wk A- ba ,..,._,...,,,,, 
&tly Auden. Uter Auden, aJTbr Thif\!."I ,,_ '-t.lctt. Ht l1rG ~ 

...... )n c,,, am Ins wifa '""' -


